CHAPTER XVII
PREPARING FOE THE AIRSHIP  POLAR  EXPEDITION
Going to Paris the first of January, 1906, I at once set on foot an exhaustive inquiry as to the practicability of motor-balloons in polar exploration.    All the known experts and authorities were consulted.    Among them were Henri Julliot, who had built the Lebaudy, and who afterward built La Patrie, La Republique, and other airships; Commandante Boutticaux, of the French  Military  Aeronautic   establishment   at Meudon; Captain Ferber, who siuce lost his life in an aeroplane flight; Colonel Ilenard, the well-known authority on aeronautics; the constructors, Maurice Mallet, Edouard Surcouf, Louis Godard;   F.   S.  Lahm,   an  American   who   is prominent in aeronautic  circles  in  Paris;  the veteran Wilfred de Fonvielle, who took a big* balloon out of Paris during the siege in 1872; Count de la Vaulx, who holds the long-distance spherical   balloon   record,   and   many   others. Santos Dumont, the young Brazilian who had done   such   valuable   experimental   work   with motor-balloons, thought so well of our project
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